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of taking the rice at the edge of your plate, where it is
cool, take it from the middle where it is still too hot to
eat." Next day fihahu returned to his army and followed
the old lady's excellent advice. Leaving an investing force
round Satara fort, he reduced the Krishna and Yenna
valleys and then returned to crush Parashuram's resistance.
The commandant of Satara fort was a Musulman named
Sheikh Mira, whose wife and children were at Wai. Shahu
had them arrested and brought below the walls of Satara.
There he tied them to guns, threatening to blow them to
pieces unless Sheikh Mira surrendered. The threat proved
too much for the commandant. Ho seized Parashuram
Trimbak, and handed over to Shahu the fortress of Satara.
The king entered the great stronghold in state and flung
Parashuram Trimbak into a dungeon. Sheikh Mira waft
deeply concerned about the fate of Parashuram Trimbak,
whom he warmly liked and respected. Before surrendering
Satara, he had made the king promise to give him in
return for the fortress anything he asked for. When
Shahu had secured it he asked Sheikh Mira to name his-
reward. Sheikh Mira threw himself at the royal feet and
begged him to release Parashuram and make him his
Pratinidhi, The king unwilling to break his word sent
for Parashuram and offered to confirm him in his post
The latter felt deeply grateful to Sheikh Mira, but he would
not abandon Tarabai, The king son! him back to prison
but to honour him had his iron fetters changed to silver
ones* Shortly after Satara, Parali, and Mahimangad
surrendered to Shahu.

The prince had wished to make Ahmadnagar his capital
but Zulfikar Khan would not permit its occupation by the
Marathas. Shahu, therefore, selected Satara which since
Rajaram's time had been the Maratha headquarters. Now
master of it, he thought the time favourable for his coro-
nation. In January 1708* he ascended the throne with all

*The tUte of Shabu's coronation has been settled by a Totter quoted by Mr.
SordesaJ,   The, capture of Satara has always been regarded by Bhahn'a successors